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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Examiner hereby withdraws the finality of the previous office action dated 
01/24/2006. 

2. Claims 1-37 are pending for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Brown et al. (hereafter Brown) (U.S. Patent No. 6046817). 

5. As per claim 1 , Brown teaches the invention as claim including a method 
for dictating the order that print jobs received over multiple data channels of a 
printer are printed (abstract), comprising: 

assigning priority values to data channels of a printer that receive print job 
(serial port, SIR, MIR, FIR, parallel port, Ethernet port, Token Ring, col. 20, lines 
24-30); and 
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associating the priority values assigned to the data channel of the printer 
with the print jobs received by the printer at its respective data channel (this step 
is inherently teaches by Brown, the higher the port speed, the higher the 
associated priority value). 

printing the print jobs by the printer in an order corresponding to their 
associated priority values (col. 19, lines 50-col. 20, lines 14; col. 21, lines 21-54). 

6. As per claim 2, Brown teaches that wherein assigning a priority value 
comprises assigning a different priority value to each data channel that receives 
the print jobs (serial port, SIR, MIR, FIR, parallel port, Ethernet port, Token Ring, 
col. 20, lines 24-46). 

7. As per claim 3, Brown teaches that wherein assigning a priority value 
comprises assigning two or more of the data channels equal priority values (col. 
20, lines 24-30, Ethernet port, and Token Ring each have been assigned to 20% 
of pool area), and wherein printing the print jobs received via two or more data 
channels having equal priority values in an order in which they were received via 
the data channels (col. 19, lines 50-65). 

8. As per claim 4, Brown teaches that wherein printing the print jobs in an 
order from highest priority to lowest priority (col. 19, lines 50-col. 20, lines 14). 
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9. As per claim 5, Brown teaches that wherein at least one of the data 
channels is dedicated as internal print data channel to receive internally- 
generated print jobs (abstract, lines 15-17; col. 4, lines 18-27). 

10. As per claim 6, Brown teaches assigning the internal print data channel 
the highest possible priority (serial port, SIR, MIR, FIR, parallel port, Ethernet 
port, Token Ring, col. 20, lines 24-46). 

11. As per claim 7, Brown teaches assigning a priority value of each of the 
data channels that receives a different predefined group of print jobs types (col. 
25, lines 53-58). 

12. As per claim 8, Brown inherently teaches determining whether a plurality 
of the print jobs currently pending have equivalent associated priority values; and 
printing the print jobs that have the equivalent associated priority values in an 
order in which they were received via their respective data channels (col. 20, 
lines 20-30; the jobs from Ethernet and Token Ring had the same priority values 
(20% of pool area), before the printer processed any jobs, it needs to determine if 
any jobs are pending for these two ports, if so, then whoever received by the 
printer first, it will get process first). 
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13. As per claim 9, Brown inherently teaches monitoring time arrival of the 
print jobs (in order to determine which of the job received first, the system need 
to monitor the time arrival). 

14. As per claim 10, Brown inherently teaches determining the order in which 
the print jobs by queuing the print jobs in a FIFO manner (any jobs that store on 
a queue is process in FIFO manner). 

1 5. As per claims 11-12, Brown inherently teaches queuing the print jobs in an 
increasing order, and processing in the order in which the print jobs are queued 
(any print jobs that are queue had to be in increasing order and process in the 
same way, because the first job come in (highest priority, first in the line) is 
stored in the head of the queue and so on). 

16. As per claims 13-14, they are rejected for the same reason as claim 1 
above. 

17. As per claims 15-40, they are rejected for the same reason as claims 1-12 
above. In addition, Brown teaches one or more computing devices arranged in a 
network, wherein the one or more computing devices transmit the print jobs over 
the network (fig. 1; col. 7, lines 55-67; col. 8, lines 1-4); and a compare module to 
receive the priority values corresponding to the print jobs received over the data 
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channels of the printing device and to identify the print job exhibiting the highest 
priority (fig. 12; col. 19, lines 31-67; col. 20, lines 1-67). 

Response to Arguments 

18. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-37 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

19. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Katsuyoshi (U.S. Patent No. 6341907) teaches printing the print jobs by 
the printer in an order corresponding to their associated priority values. 

Davidson et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5636333) teaches assigning priority 
values to data channels and associating the priority value assigned to the data 
channel of the printer with the print jobs received by the printer at its respective 
data channel (figs. 1-5, abstract; col. 2, lines 30-60; col. 3, lines 17-67; col. 4, 
lines 1-63; col. 6, lines 35-53). 

20. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

21 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Jennifer N. To whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-7212. The examiner can normally be reached on M-T 6AM- 3:30 PM, 
F 6AM- 2:30 PM. 

22. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Meng-Ai An can be reached on (571) 272-3756. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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23. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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